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Dresident’s Message

| hope everyone is having a wonderful summer so far, roasting in the heat and conserving water. Water._.our

most basic resource_.. and it is running low, It is getting more and more difficult to get a hold
of, and to maintain an adequate supply. Our leaders are scrambling to come up with solutions
to resalve the problem. They have asked us for our help with the conservation effort. Only if

we all work together, will we find a solution.

The Simi Valley Historical Society is in a very similar situation. We are
running out of water. We have water; really really good water, we just
need more. Our "water” is our volunteers. The most basic thing that
keeps our organization alive is running low. We have a wonderful group

T of dedicated volunteers that consistently go above and beyond, we just need more. We

Dedicated volunteers

need ideas on how to find more volunteers and we need people to help manage what-

*Posey and Rosey” Ever programs we come up with. We need board members, docents, physical labor, help
orgamize ficld trips  with displays, mechanical restoration, and so much more.

for third graders!

We want to continue to grow our organization, we want to be more ac-
tive and influential in the community, get living history inte the schoals,
move a house, build a barn, and continue to have awesome events. We

cannot do all of this with our current “water supply.”

As you talk to your neighbors, your friends, and your family about our

water shortage, bring up the SVHS&M “water shortage” and see if we

can find some new people and some new ideas to help us fill our reser-

voirs and ensure

a sustainable future for our organization.

Wonderful
volunteers John
Clarke and Wayne
Ferber preparing (o
zive 4 presentation
aboul military
history in Simi!

1'"'1‘_’, 1NHM." - President, Simi Valley Historical Society

VYolunteer Opportunities at Strathearm Park?

Get Involved at Strathearn Historical Park and Museum and with the Simi Valley Historical Society! Are you looking for

a volunteer opportunity that will al

low you to learn about Simi Valley’s history at the same time?

Registration 1s now open for docent traming classes scheduled for September 8th, 10th, 15th and 17th from 7 pm to
9 pm. The tramning covers the Chumash Indian, Spanish Rancho, and Pioneer periods of Simi Valley's history. All four
classes must be attended for accreditation.

At Strathearn Historical Park & Museum volunteer hours are flexible, and there are various activities and programs avail-
able to sausfy a broad spectrum of mterests. Come and join a wonderful group of people who are dedicated to preserv-

ing as well as sharng Sinu Valley's

liistory.

If you are interested please call Karla at 818-388-3301 or email at hubbell42@sbcglobal.net

Rarta Fubbell
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A Great Loss for Our Community

Last month we lost a wonderful friend.
With the loss of Bill Appleton, we lose a sig-
nificant link to our past.

Bill's great-grandfather, J. 5. Appleton came
Lo Simi Valley in 1887 from Newburyport,
Massachusetts. Appleton Road in Simi is
named for the wagon road that ran south
from Royal Avenue to the J.S. and Laura
Appleton Ranch, which was a 160 acre ranch they purchased in
the lale 1800s. J. 8. Appleton is considered a pioneer, and was an
amaleur pholographer who lived and farmed in Simi Valley for
most of his life.

After J. S. Appleton’s death, some 200 glass plate negatives of
photographs he took in Simi during the early 1900s were found.
Bill Appleton acquired these glass plate negatives, and worked to
clean, preserve, research, print, and catalogue the images which
are an invaluable glimpse into what is was like living in Simi Val-
ley when it was a farming community.

Many of these photographs were used to illustrate Simi Valley -
Journcy Through Time, on which he also collaborated.

He was always working in some way to preserve the History of
Simi, following in the footsteps of his mother, Hildie Appleton,
who was a founding member of the ITistorical Society.

Bill will be missed [or the wonderful person he was, and Lhe many
contributions he has made.

Simi High Reunion for attendees of
the "OLD’ Simi High!

Don Cameron and committee are planning

a reunion for everyone who attended the old
Simi Valley High School in the Community
Center, It will be Oct., 3, 2013 at the Grand
Vista Hotel from 5 p.m. to midnight.

They are trying to locate everyone who
attended the school from 1927-1966 so
no one will be left out, Contact Don at
campinetrec(@aol.com or cell phone (805)
218-2528 il you can help!

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Starting with this issue, The Simi Valley Histori-
cal Society President will recognize one individual
quarterly with the “Simi Valley Historical Society
President’s Award” for outstanding service and
commitment to the Community, the Historical
socicty, Strathearn Park, or local history in gen-
eral. This award will be given 4 times per year.
It will be accompanied with a certificate presen-
tation at a board meeting and special recognition
at our Annual Dinner. Individuals can be nomi-
nated for the award simply by sending an email
to simimuscumicsbeglobal.net with the subject
line President’s Award Nomination: include who
is being nominated and why. The award can be
granted to anyone in the community regard-
less of any affiliation with the Historical Society.

This quarter, [ would like to recognize
Bruce Matzen. Bruce is a stellar volunteer and
docent at Strat-
heam Park, Bruce
“knocked it out of
the park™ as the
Chair for the Civil
War Days Ewvent.
Theeventwasamaz-
ing, and the guests
had a spectacular
time. [t was well
planmed and  well
attended,  People
often mention how
miuch they enjoyed it. The day before that event,
Bruce visited Armoyo Elementary school with Ed-
ward Headington (as Ulysses 5. Grant) for a briet
assembly promoting the event. The kids loved
it {(and most of them showed up for the event).
On June lst, Bruce, Edward Headington and
Robert Broski went to Valley View Middle
School and did a whole Civil War Day for the
8th grade students! It was a big success and the
kids learned so much while having a great time.
Bruce’s leadership, enthusiasm, passion, tenac-
ity. his proven track record. and his willing-
ness to take on outreach in the form of living
history are just a few of Bruce's strengths. We
are lucky to have Bruce on our team. Thank
you Bruce and keep up the amazing work!

|
| g 1A

|08 WAL E= President, Simi Valley Historical Society




Mechanical Eestoration

Here we are |n the summer
months with uncomfortable
weather and sunshine everywhere.
These conditions regulre some
adjustments with our work habits
and safety concerns while working in
the Strathearn workshop. These incdude hydration, rest
periods, stower pace, and wearing hats when outside.
Common sense goes a long way dunng the warm
summer maonths.

Frojects completed in
2015 include our 1929
John Deere Model D
Farm Tractor, our 1942
Farmall Farm Tractor.

Mext in line is our 1954
Cat 22 Crawler Tractor
that has been moved into our workshop and IS up on
blocks. This project is expected to take 24 months, if all
goes well

Our 1915 Ford Model
T Tourng Car needed
some repairs to the fuel
system and other minor
corrections.  Some work
remains to complete these
ftasks. We are hoping lo
use the 1915 in this year's
Simi Valley Days Parade.

We are planning to expand our workshop capabilities with
upcarming donations of a Logan Metal lathe, and a small
milling machine. This equipment will enable us to repair,
replace, modify, and fabricate any special needed items
for our refurbishment projects. We have a 2200 ACDC
Welder, and could use a MG Welder, and gas welding set
up, maybe some one will donate these to our shop,

Future projects include a Model A Ford Engineffir
compressor combo; 1946 Chevy PU, 1826 Ford Model
T, International Harvester T6 Crawler Tractor.

These projects need volunteers, so please join Us on
Monday mornings 8:30 AM to 12:00 Moon, and have
some fun working on vintage equipment that 1s part of
Strathearn Historical Fark, and our Museum Collection of
artifacts. You do not need to be a meachanic, just have a
desire to help out and volunteer,

Have a safe and rewarding surmmier,

Lchar? A. Jolnson
Simi Valley Historlcal Society
Mechanical Restorations Director

formances, a farrier, and for those who want-

Moments in History at
Strathearn Historical Park

On June 20N we had a great time at “Mo-
ments in History!” The lemperature was
high, but se was our attendance! With
nearly 400 people visiting Strathearn Park
for the day, kids and adults alike gof to ex-
perience some fun and interactioe activibies
siich as butter making on the Strathearn
House porch, pie making in the Adobe,
pottery painting in front of the old 5t Rose
of Lima Church, and clothes pin dolls were
muade in the Grzebo.

Charityoille Jail added a fun addition to our
day with their famous jail, two shoot out per-

eid to try their luck, a fare table.

We hud a face paint-
er on the porch of
the Colony house,
handcraft  vendors
in our Garden area,
music by “Still in Tune,” and Cowboy
Poetry by Peter Comway in le Barn,
Wendy Dager’s Vintage Purse Gallery
in the Strathearn House parlor, and the
Simi Settlers Radio Club near onr work-
shop. Lunch was aqoailable to purchase

from Metro-Dogs and sweet treats from Tutu's Shave Ice and Fun

nil Cakes. Another favorite of the day was our good friend Ralph
Kelley who brought his horse to demonstrate some horse shoeing,
goals to feed, and some rope for lessons in lassoing. The Topa Topa
Flywheelers brought their antigue tractors, and the Model A and
Model T clubs came m their Instoric vehicles.  Every inch of e
park was full of activity and fun!

The Simi Valley Historical Society wants to thank everyone who
volunteered their Hme at our event. Without you, we couldn’l
make it happen!

If you missed “"Moments in History" this year, join us next year!
Bring a friend and experience Strathearn Park together!

~ Angela Willson-Vice President Sinmi Valley Historical Socrety




‘ HISTORY POLICE

In this exciting issue of HISTORY POLICE we will look at the four distinct communities that fused together to form what is
now SIMI VALLEY.

When the valley was inhabited by the Chumash people there were three villages; Ta'apu, Shimiyi or Shimiji, and Quimisac.

When the Spanish land grant era began in the late 1700s, Simi was a part of the land grant given to Santiago Pico in 1795
known as “San José de Muestra Sefiora de Altagracia y Simi.”

The pioneers arrived in the late 1870s...and ever since, this has been 'The Valley of Simi.” BUT not all the communities in
the valley were known as ‘Simi." There WAS the township of Simi (known as 'Simiopolis’ for an unfortunate six month period
in 1888, but then the name reverted to Simi Township). In the valley there were also the communities of Santa Susana,
Community Center and the Susana Knolls (known first as Mortimer Park) at different points in time.

SIMI TOWNSHIP in the late 1800s the incorporation of Simi Land and Water Company
came about. El Rancho Simi was divided into ranches and farms by that corporation, and
advertised for sale to midwestern and New England states. An investor group, the Cali-
fornia Mutual Benefit Colony of Chicago, purchased land and laid out a townsite (located
between First and Fifth Streets and from Los Angeles south to Ventura Ave), named it
'Simiopolis’ and shipped twelve pre-cut, partially assembled houses from a lumberyard in
Chicago via rail to Saticoy, then brought by wagon to Simi. These are known as ‘colony
houses.’ This was the first 'neighborhood’ in Simi. Stores sprung up on Los Angeles Ave,
and the first Simi School was built in 1890 on Third and California Streets.

SANTA SUSANA In 1903 the Santa Susana Train Depot was built, and the railroad was
complete through Simi Valley, except for the tunnel, which was completed in 1904. A small
business community grew up near the Santa Susana Train Depot, which was located on the
north side of Los Angeles Ave, just easl of Tapo Street. Over time residential developments
followed and the town of Santa Susana was born. The Depot was moved in 1975 by Rancho
Simi Recreation and Park District to its current location off of Kuehner.

COMMUNITY CENTER In 1922 L.F. Roussey laid out the small development which
became known as Community Center. The driving force behind this development was
the need for a High School in Simi, as well as a place to bring the elementary schools
to one central location. The FIRST graduating class from the very first Simi High
School was 1824, Simi Elementary was completed in 1926, The Methodist Church
(which is now the Cultural Arts Center) was built in 1924, Numerous houses were
built in Community Center in the 1920s and 1930s. The Simi Valley Women's Club
was located there as well. It truly was a ‘communily center.’

MORTIMER PARK (THE SUSANA KNOLLS) The area that is now the Knolls was a nearly
1,800 acre parcel of land that was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis T. Mortimer in the
early 1920s. They planned on selling the lots for cabins, or vacation homes. The lots,
however, were very small (30 x 50 feet), and the Mortimers did not take the mountain-
ous nature of the land into account, so gquite often the lots were not buildable. Often-
times several lots were needed to build structures. In 1944 the Garden Club, an active
community organization in the area petitioned the county supervisors to change the
name of Mortimer Park to the Susana Knolls.

The first attempt to incorporate the towns of Simi, the area known as Community Center (93065) and Santa Susana (93063)
in 1966 was unsuccessful. The second attempt in 1969 was successful, with residents voting 6,454 to 3,685 in favor of
incorporation. 59% of eligible voters turned out for this vote. Susana Knolls is an unincorporated area of the Valley. Voters
also voted whether to call this newly incorporated city ‘Santa Susana’ or 'Simi Valley.' The name Simi Valley gamered 2,000
more votes than Santa Susana.... AND HERE WE ARE.

So much more can be said about EACH of these areas.. this is just scratching the proverbial surface! Leam more about
SEMI VALLEY! Simi Valley - A Journey Through Time has a plethora of information! PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY!




Simi Valley Historical Society & Museum
Located at Strathearn Historical Park & Museum

137 Strathearn Place, Simi Valley, CA 93065

The Mail Cart is sent quarterly to all current members. The current membership year is January 1 though De-
cember 31, 2015.

The Mail Cart is electronically being sent to all members with an email address on file. If you are receiving
a ‘paper copy’ of the Mail Cart and would like to receive it via email (there are extra articles in the electronic
version!) please send us your email address. And.. please update your email if it has changed!

Questions regarding your membership? Call Caryl Barefoot at 527-2769 or email at carylretired2@sbe-
global.net

Mame
Address
) Please select desired membership.
Phone Email Make checks payable to SVH5&M
Credit/Debit Card: MC VISA Discover Card O Individual $15.00
i Exp lfl Farrfliﬁ,r B 525.00

O BusinessfSustaining  $100.00

Signature 0 Patron 5500.00
O Benefactor 51,000.00

(Payment Mailing Address) PO Box 940461, Simi Valley, CA 93094-0461

2015 Board of Directors Docent Led Tours: Saturdays & Sundays: Between the hours of 1 & 4 pm

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: One tour at 1 pm
Deonation: $3 for Adults, Simi Valley Historical Society Members are Free

Officers We are a Blue S5tar Museum - Active Duty Military Personnel and Families are Free
President Joe Wade Weekday Park Hours: Monday - Friday
Past President Georgia Trumble S9am-3pm
Vice President  Angela Willson For information please call (805) 526-6453
Treasurer Don Novell Email: simimuseum@sbcglobal.net
Board Members Simi Valley Historical Society & Museum
Caryl Barefoot Carlotta Barnes P.0O. Box 940461
Pat Havens Karla Hubbell Simi Valley, CA 93094-0461
Ruth Jacob Bobby James www.simihistory.com
Richard Johnson  Sylvia Moya www.facebook.com/Strathearnpark
Karen Olson Judy Pepiot
Alan Shack Larry Silverman
Vicki Spilka
Shawn Willson
Directors at Large
Steve Hansen
loe Lansden

Strathearn Historical Park & Museum

Historian Pat Havens s
Park Coordinator  Carolyn Valdez Phillips Those who do not remember the past are
Admin. Asst. Louise Kaul condemned to regeat it."

~ George Santa¥Yana




