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Master Plan Envisions an
‘Exciting’ Valley Future

Recreation and park district

directors were handed Wednes-
day a 64-page master plan de-

tailing Simi Valley's recrealion
needs through 1985.

The plan, prepared by Thous-

and Oaks landscape architect
Donald M. Roberts, describes
what he terms an “exciting’’
system of park and recreation
{acilities needed by the park dis-

trict during the next 26 years.

Roberts said his plan
sketebes minimum facilities
that wewld be needed to serve
a projested Simi Valley pop-
ulation of 210.000 by 1935,
Disiret directors took the

master plan onder advise-
ment. aad are expected to ac-
cept & wihim two weeks,

Plaming for the park district’s

84,508 atres in 132 square rmies,

ni ¥alley recreafion park
disirief can develap parks fo
serve e area’s needs within
the shortest possible time, and
with moretha-usual support
from revenweproducing facil-
ities™

The master plan put em-

San Fernando Valley once the
proposed Simi freeway is
completed.

For this resson, Roherts sug-
gests that the district plan a

|series of reglonal parks — de-
veloped jointly with Ventura
County — to accommodate the
population both in Simi Valley
and adjoining areas, Costs
would be offset by revenue-pro-
ducing concessions and vending
operations in the parks.

Of Simi Valley’s eslimated
210,000 population by 1985, Rob-
erts prajects that 95 per cent
will Tive in single family homes,
In the same 26-year period, San
Fernando Valley’s population
will have swelled to almost 1.4
million.

Among the park and recrea-
tion proposals for Simj Valley
listed in the master plan are:
— Seenie automobile routes,
totaling 46 miles, fo connect

most of the proposed regional
parks and several community

— A arboretum, oo, and de-
velopment of Valley hlsmrieal
sites. The master plan suggests

that private organizations —jemphasis on proposed regional

functioning as a public trust —
would hopefully assist in the
promotion, development and ad-
ministration in these areas.

— Pienicking facilities, de-
signed to also accommodate the
expected influx from San Fer-
nando Valley, to be provided in
most local parks. The park dis-
trict would gain the revenue
from fuel-vending devices at the
picnic sites.

— Riding and hiking (rails
developed in conjunction with
the Arroyo Simi, which Roberts
termed *“a cenfral nervous sys-
tern for a magnificent pattern”
of frails. The master plan sug-
gests that an advisory commit-

parks o be developed by the|

Betlywood,

les avenue and Bridget street
Then, as a haptism gift,
estimated #42,850 for inilial
year,
That sum is expecled to

ler system and paving.
Also slated for Berylwood
sales office and model home,
“Berylwood” was chosen

Among them were
“Valle Verde” and "Lim:nhl ¥

school of the same name.

Site for

Recreation and Parl dist

Simi Valley community center

neer Days and other fond-rai
‘struction of the center,

The oenler when built, w
south side o
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restroom facility, shrubs, trees, ground cover, turf, sprink-

used for park disirict offices and public meeting space.

directors shunted aside a handiul of other suggostions.
“Bard,” “Lawndale,” *Kingspark,™

Berylwood park ig adjacent to the proposed elementary

proved a 13-acre park site for the location of the proposed

The action came on a request from the community
center committee, who already has $9,400 banked from Pio-

tee be formed to assist in the|

L4 . |establishment and adminstra-

tion of a trails system within
the district.

— Campmg facllities, with
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park locations, which would pro-
vide revenue to the park dis-
trict through coneessions.
—Swimming and boating fa-
cilities, called a “major ele-
ment” in the master plan, would
he provided in a series of res-
ervoirs from 16 to 280 surface
acres. The lakes would be ac-
quired and developed in con-
Junction with the counly and
flood confrol distriet.
The master plan urges con-
tinued communication hetween
the park district and the Simi
Valley nnified school district w0
provide joint use of facilities
parks and schools are adjacent,
Roberts writes that Simi school
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Call It Berylwood

That's the name Simi Valley recreation and park dis-
trict divectors gave to their 6.3-acre park site at Los Ange- |ground programs at several el

Wednesday.
directors. voted to spend an
development of the sife this

provide lighting, grading, a
patk is the former Simi Park
to be joined at the site and

as a name for the site after

Center

rict directors Wednesday ap-
building.

sing projects to finance con-

for his vigorous effort toward
this end.” e
Close Playgrounds o

Alsn Wednesday, cdirectors —jy
moting helow-average atien-ip
dance at afier-school play

ementary schools — voted fojy
curtail activilies at some),
schools, and give others a two-jy
week reprieve. pl

Leslie ;. Reed, general I,
manager, recommended that
playgreund programs at Lin-
coln  elementary school he
clesed, and fhat aetivities at
the new Township and Big
Springs  elementary  schools
not be started until next Jan-
vary, Programs at Walnunt |
Grove angd Knolls schools were
closed down Monday beeause
of lack of attendance, Reed
said.

The hoard voted lo continue
afterschool programs at Arcane,
Park View, Vista, Santa BSu-
sana and Belwood playgrounds
for another two weeks, followed
by an evaluation of attendance.
The program at Simi elemen-
tary will be boosted to a full
schedule for two weeks and then
re-examined, Reed said,
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The general manager
stressed that his recommend-
ation to curtail the playground
program “in no way ¢om-
promises” his contention that
“there’s a real need for the
clementary playground pro-
gram.”

Reed said the falling atlen-
dance at some playgrounds this
fall is ‘““feslimony to the fact
that *some neighborhoods need
{he program and some others
apparently don’t.”
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Ile for the fact that no loeal
'ipark has developed.”

‘Ithree candidates in their state-
ment, which makes these points: |

In Unusual Statement:

The pace of Simi Valley park
land acquisition and develop-
ment was defended this week
in a statement issued by the
recreation and park district
board of directors.

The board asserted that it
“took exception” to the impli-
cation by three candidates for
the board “‘that the .current
board of directors is responsib-

Directors didn’t name the

1. The board had agreed fo
develop first a park to serve
the entire community, but
owned no community park
property ir the 1962 -63 fis-
cal year and ‘“had no ap-
propriation for park develop-
ment.”

2. The district didn’t acquire

a grant deed fo a community

and that was earmarked for

park sile until September of

Development

1963, this was a 6.5-acre facil-
ity at Los Angeles avenue and
Bridget street.

3. The board “had attempted
to budget $30,000 for park de-
velopment” for the fiscal year
the ecommunity park site was ac-
quired “but was thwarted in our
efforts by members of the com-
munity that protested. The fotal
appropriation for ‘development’
in the year 1963-64 was $10,000,

‘structure improvements.” *
That structure improvement
rer sented expected cost in
moving a traet sales office
and model home — donated to
the district — to the Beryl-
wood park site, but the costs
did not occur and the money
wasn’t spent, directors said.
“Some critics of the district
have since suggested that the
$10,000 should have been spent,”
directors noted, and added: ““To

planning, just because it was
there, would be irresponsible
spending.”

Directors noted that they’ll he
able to spend about $40,000 for
development this year on Beryl-
wood park at Los Angeles and
Bridget “now that the proper
planning has been accom-
plished.”

“The design of this park is
such that all members of the
community will be -able to
take advantage of the
grounds and the small recrea-
tion building,” directors’ as-
serted.

“Critics of the district infer
that ‘monuments’ are being
planned instead of ‘just usable’
parks.

“This year the district plans
to grade the 6.5 acres of prop-
erty (about $4,500); establish
paths and walks (about $3,000);
install an irrigation system

Defends
icies

grass (about $3,500); pave the|.
parking area (&boui_: $6,000);
plant trees and shrubs (about]

spend the money without proper
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(about $4,000 an acre); plant

$2,000); restroom facilities
(about $5,000); supply some
park lighting ($1,750) fo guar-
antee the necessary security and
make ready the small recrea-
tion building which will include
four meeting rooms.”

Directors said exact costs for
this work won’t be known until
after competitive bidding.

Se far, the park district
“has firmly located eight
park sites,” directors stated,
has received cash to buy
more land, and holds a deed
of trust for still more sites.
“The total land now assured
the residents of this district
is now 69 acres,” hoard mem-
bers noted, and estimated
its market value at over
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§800,000.
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Here 5 How Your Rec- Park Dist. Candidates leshed

Dewart

3,33

Brannen

3,183

Ahlstrom

gl

2,982

Ashiord

2,866

Cordial

2,864

Wassail

Votes for Candidates Who Withdrew, but Still
Appeared .on the Ballot: Savage, 2,854: Gothie,
619; Schilling, 573.

Foster Shipp MeMullen

1,360

* Simi Valley Enterprise Nov'6,1964 -



Site Plans for
SV Community

A $750 confract to draw site
plans for Simi Valley’s park
and ecommunity center site was
awarded to Don Roberts, Thous-

and Oaks landscape architect,
by recreafion and park district
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(the last two years — now tfotal

. |lcommunity center building

- Park distriet directors chose

|for $300.

|building designer in his firm,

‘|mi Valley unified school distriet

Ordered

directors Wednesday.
Roberts will also supply de-
velopment cost estimates.
The 13-acre site, on Cochran
west of the railroad spur, is

a public park and the location
for the community center build-
ing.

Funds for construction of that
building — raised mostly by
Pioneer Day activities during

almost $10,000.
- Roberts’ $750 fee will come
from park district funds, not

money.

Roberts for the site plan job
over Robert Fleckenstein, San-
ta Paula, who offered to draw
site plans and cost projections

Leslie G. Reed, disfrict gen-
eral manager, said Roberts’
higher hid was approved be-
cause he maintained a licensed

and would provide additional
information with his plans.

In other action, directors ap-
proved sponsorship of an ele-
mentary choral program for
sixth graders.

The 12 to 15-week course
would be operated on a fee has-
is, with revenue offsetting costs
to the district, directors indicat-
ed. Mrs. Marilyn Gorman, Si-

teacher, will instruct the course.

slated for development both as|,
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